
 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL    Report No. 182/07 
          Wards Affected: All 

 
REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT OFFICER 

TO THE EXECUTIVE 4 APRIL 2008 
AND TO SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 17 APRIL 2008 

 
Best Value Performance Indicators – Performance against Top and Bottom Quartile 

2006/07 
 

1.0 Introduction and Report Summary  
 
1.1 This report compares the Council’s performance for 2006/07 against that of the national 

top and bottom quartile data for 2006/07 which have been published by the Audit 
Commission. 

 
1.2 The Contact Officer for this report is Robert Woodside, Principal Performance 

Management Officer (01235 520202 ext 499). 
 
2.0 Recommendations 
  
 Executive 
(a) That Members note the Council’s performance against the national top and bottom 

quartile results for 2006/07  
  
 Scrutiny Committee 
(a) That Members note the Council’s performance against the national top and bottom 

quartile results for 2006/07  
 
3.0 Relationship with the Council’s Vision, Strategies and Policies  
 

(a) Vision Statement aims A and E. 
(b) The report does not conflict with any Council Strategies. 

 
4.0 Background 
 
4.1 The Audit Commission has published top and bottom quartile data for Best Value 

Performance Indicators (BVPIs) for 2006/07. This allows a comparison to be made 
between the Vale’s audited actual performance for 2006/07 with that of all other Councils 
in England. 

 
4.2 The table attached to this report (Appendix A) contains all 2006/07 BVPIs where the 

Audit Commission has supplied top and bottom quartile data. The headline totals for 
2006/07 from Appendix A are: 
Top Quartile 18  35%  
Middle Quartiles 24  47%  
Bottom Quartile 9  18%  
Total 51   

 
The third quarter Quarterly Corporate Governance Report includes the latest quartiles 
(2006/07) which will enable a comparison to be made with the current year’s 
performance. 

 



 

4.3 The following table shows the relative numbers of BVPIs in the top and bottom quartiles 
between 2001/02 – 2006/07. Members should note that it is not possible to do a direct 
comparison between the years because there are changes each year to BVPIs; new 
ones are added and others deleted 

 
Comparison of numbers of BVPIs in top, middle and bottom quartile: 2001/02 – 2006/07 
Quartile 
 

2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 

Top 
 

13 31% 18 38% 14 34% 20 43% 21 38% 18  35%  

Middle 
 

20 48% 21 45% 17 42% 16 35% 23 42% 24  47%  

Bottom 
 

9 21% 8 17% 10 24% 10 22% 11 20% 9  18%  

Total 
 

 
42 

  
47 

  
41 

  
46 

  
55 

  
51  

 

 
 

The table in Appendix A includes a column of the quartiles for 2005/06 (where available) 
which enables any change in the quartiles between the two years to be seen. There are 
9 indicators where performance has moved to a better quartile, 11 indicators where 
performance has moved to a worse quartile, and 26 indicators where performance has 
stayed in the same quartile.  
 

4.4 Appendix B is a table which lists the 9 BVPIs which were in the bottom quartile in 2006/7. 
The table includes the third quarter 2007/8 results and includes the current quartile 
position where this can be calculated (for some indicators this is not possible because 
progress is reported annually.  
 

4.5 A detailed commentary on the third quarter performance for all BVPIs for 2007/8 is 
included in the third quarter Corporate Governance Report which is also on this agenda. 
 

4.6 The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) have developed a new 
set of National Indicators which will replace Best Value Performance indicators from 
2008/9. The new set comprises 198 indicators only some of which will be collected and 
reported on by this Council. The relevant new indicators will be included in the 
appropriate service plan 2008/9 and progress will be reported quarterly as part of the 
Corporate Governance Report during 2008/9. Some key issues have not yet been 
decided on by the DCLG, for example, on target setting and reporting annual results. 
Members will be advised on this when they become known.  

 
ROBERT WOODSIDE 

PRINCIPAL PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT OFFICER 
 
Background Papers:  None 
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