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Introduction 

One of our key responsibilities as a district council is to plan for how land is used in 

the Vale and what kinds of developments can happen and where.  

Decisions we make, and policies we set, affect local residents, businesses and 

organisations now and in the future, so itôs important that everyone has the 

opportunity to be involved from the start. We aim to work positively and proactively 

with our local communities to make sure they are fully informed, feel involved in the 

decision-making process and have timely and meaningful opportunities to have a 

say on planning matters upon which we consult. This Statement of Community 

Involvement (óSCIô) explains how we ensure this happens.  

This SCI covers both the preparation and production of planning policy documents 

and how the community will be involved in decisions relating to planning 

applications. It also provides information on planning appeals, planning enforcement, 

the Community Infrastructure Levy and Section 106 legal agreements.  
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1. WHAT IS OUR STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT? 
 

1.1 We are committed to working in a clear and transparent way as the Local Planning 

Authority and are keen to help anyone who is interested in getting involved with the 

planning process.   

 

1.2 Our SCI sets out how and when we engage with local communities (local residents, 

councillors, businesses, organisations and statutory consultees) and highlights the 

opportunities for local communities to provide comments on new planning documents, 

such as Local Plans, and how they might be involved in the development of their local 

area/district. It sets out what methods of consultation we use and how we process and 

feedback on the comments we receive. 

 

1.3 We adopted our previous SCI in 2016. This 2020 version now reflects the governmentôs 

latest planning policy guidance and legislation1, including the revised National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF 2019). It also provides updated information regarding Planning 

in the Vale, including how we operate during the Covid-19 outbreak. The 2016 SCI was 

split into three documents; the current version combines these documents into one.  

 

1.4 This Statement of Community Involvement (2020) comprises three sections:  

Section 1: Shaping our Future - sets out our overall approach to community 

engagement and involvement in the planning process. 

Section 2: Community Involvement in the Preparation of the Local Plan and 

Planning Policy - provides information on how to get involved with and influence the 

preparation of the Local Plan and other planning policy documents. 

Section 3: Community Involvement in Planning Applications - provides information 

on how to become aware of, view and comment on planning applications.  

Section 1 ï Shaping our Future 
 

2. OUR PRINCIPLES FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY AND 
STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING POLICY AND PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS  
 

2.1. Our role as the Local Planning Authority is to ensure planning process, rules and policies 

are followed properly. It is also very important that the policies we create and the 

planning decisions we make take into account the views of local communities.  

 

2.2. New development has a long-lasting impact on its surroundings, so it is important that 

people have a chance to influence proposals. We therefore engage with local 

communities (residents, councillors, businesses, organisations and stakeholders) across 

the district, by using a range of different methods and channels. We want to give 

everyone an opportunity to have their voice heard. To do that, we aim to follow the 

consultation principles developed by central government alongside our Vale of White 

Horse Public Engagement Charter 2016-2020, which commits us to the following points: 

 

 
1 Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) requires Local 

Planning Authorities to produce a Statement of Community Involvement. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consultation-principles-guidance
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/VOWH%20Public%20Engagement%20Charter%202016-20%20-%20PUBLISHED%20(November%202016).pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/VOWH%20Public%20Engagement%20Charter%202016-20%20-%20PUBLISHED%20(November%202016).pdf


4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ We will: 
o Keep you informed of progress and explain decisions and/or outcomes on 

planning policy documents through your preferred channel of communication. 
o Check to see if we already have information that we can use, such as the 

results from previous consultations and evidence provided to us by 
communities ï for example, published neighbourhood or community-led plans.  

o Always protect the personal details of respondents in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 2018. 

 

¶ We will: 
o Make our planning documents, background studies and responses to 

consultations readily available to the public on our website and in some 
cases, if necessary, on paper during normal office hours at our offices.   

o Maximise the use of the internet in our consultations. 
o Recognise that other forms of engagement are necessary and endeavour to 

communicate in a variety of ways (e.g. newspaper, social media). 
o Where required, make information available in a range of easily accessible 

formats on request (e.g. in large print, braille, audio, email, easy-read and 
alternative languages). 

o Make our information publicly available (for example, information on the 
progress of proposals and feedback on your comments). 

 

¶ We will:  
o Communicate in ways that are relevant and accessible to all sections of our 

community and proportionate to the issue. 
o Endeavour to engage with groups in our community that can find us less 

accessible (e.g. disability groups and ethnic groups ï these are sometimes 
referred to as óhard to reachô groups) or those likely to be particularly affected 
by a proposal. 

o Encourage involvement from groups that have traditionally not been involved 
in the planning process (for example, targeted events with younger people). 

o Support local communities who wish to prepare neighbourhood plans. 
o Hold events or meetings in accessible locations or in accessible ways at 

times appropriate for different members of the community.   

 

¶ We will endeavour to engage with a wide range of formal and informal local 
community groups and voluntary organisations, stakeholders, councillors, town 
and parish councils and parish meetings and other groups in the community, of 
which we become aware. 

 

¶ We will: 
o Ensure early involvement with local communities in the preparation of our 

planning policy documents and in the consideration of planning applications, 
as the earlier local communities are involved, the better chance they have to 
influence decisions. 

o Have in place effective mechanisms for documenting views and clear feedback 
mechanisms to demonstrate how the views of the community have influenced 
and benefited the plan/decisions.   

 

¶ We will: 
o Keep the process simple by writing our documents in Plain English and 

explaining any planning language or terms that we use. 
o Explain clearly what we are consulting on and the reasons why we want to 

involve you.  

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ 

ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

  

tǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ  
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ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ  

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

  

wŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ 
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3. HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN PLANNING 
 

3.1. We recognise that good plan making significantly benefits from early and meaningful 

engagement with local communities (local residents, councillors, businesses, 

organisations and statutory consultees). We want everyone to have the opportunity 

to influence the outcome of our plan-making documents and planning decisions. We 

explain in sections 2 and 3 how we will engage and consult with local communities 

on the preparation and production of planning policy documents and how the local 

community will be involved in the decisions relating to planning applications.  

 

3.2. In order to ensure engagement with a wide range of organisations and individuals, 

all of our planning documents and planning applications are available to view and 

access from our website: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-

and-building and we encourage you to view documents online.  
 

3.3. In addition, paper copies of planning policy documents are usually available to view at 

our office on request (e.g. in large print, braille, audio, email, easy-read and 

alternative languages), if no restrictions are in place - e.g. related to Covid-19. Details 

regarding where to view documents are set out below. During consultation periods 

and if no restrictions are in place documents may also be made available at a number 

of locations across the district e.g. libraries.  Requests for printed copies, CD memory 

sticks or other formats of the documents will carry a charge including an 

administration charge.  

 

Our office (at the time of 

publication of this document): 

 

Vale of White Horse District Council,  

135 Eastern Avenue, 

Milton Park, Milton, OX14 4SB 

Opening hours (if no local Covid-19 

restrictions in place): 

 

Monday ï Thursday: 8.30am ï 5pm  

Friday: 8.30am ï 4.30pm 

 

3.4. Legislation also requires us to consult óspecific consultation bodiesô and other interest 

groups. These bodies are defined in Part 1 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). 

 

Database of Consultees 

 

3.5. We keep an up-to-date database of individuals, groups and stakeholders who we 

regularly contact on planning matters in accordance with General Data Protection 

Regulations. If you would like to be added to the database to receive updates on planning 

policy consultations and relevant updates, please use our consultation sign up form. If 

you would like to amend your details, please email planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

or call our Customer Service Team on 01235 422600.  

 

4. COMMITMENT TO EQUALITIES 
 

4.1. We are committed to equality and ensuring that everyone has access to our services. We 
comply with the Equalities Act 2010 and the Human Rights Act 1998 and have 
developed, jointly with South Oxfordshire District Council, a Corporate Equality Policy 
which sets out our commitment to ensuring equality considerations are included in 
everything we do, including consultations.  

file://///SAVVPSPFIL03/Services/Planning/Shared/Policy%20(GDPR)/Shared/Future%20Local%20Plan/007.%20SCI/02.%20Draft%20SCI/www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building
file://///SAVVPSPFIL03/Services/Planning/Shared/Policy%20(GDPR)/Shared/Future%20Local%20Plan/007.%20SCI/02.%20Draft%20SCI/www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/made
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/about-us/contact-us/requesting-information/data-protection
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/about-us/contact-us/requesting-information/data-protection
https://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/consultationsignup/
mailto:planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corporate%20equality%20policy-final_0.pdf
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4.2. We also have a Corporate Equality Action Plan 2016/17ï2019/20 which sets our 

objectives from the previous few years and how we have or have not achieved these 
objectives.  
 

4.3. As part of our commitment to ensuring all residents have equal access to council 
information and services, including consultations, we have a translation and interpretation 
policy which sets out our approach to responding to requests and proactively offering 
these services.  
 

5. FURTHER INFORMATION ON PLANNING  
 

5.1. While there is a wealth of information available on our website, there are other 

organisations that provide information on the planning system. Useful websites include:  

¶ Planning Portal ï www.planningportal.co.uk   

¶ National Planning Practice Guidance ï 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance   

¶ Plain English Guide to the Planning System ï 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/plain-english-guide-to-the-planning-system  

Planning Aid England 

5.2. Planning Aid England is an independent voluntary organisation linked to the Royal 

Town Planning Institute (RTPI) which includes a network of professional Chartered 

Town Planners. Planning Aid England offers impartial advice and independent support. 

For further information, contact them online by visiting www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid or 

call 0207 929 9494. 

 
6. REVIEW 

 
6.1. We will continually assess how effective our consultation and engagement techniques 

and methods are in gaining community involvement and in particular assess our success 
at reaching specific groups.  
 

6.2. We will review this SCI periodically to take account of changes to legislation, government 
guidance or local circumstances (for example, Covid-19 could have an impact on our 
methods) and any comments received relating to consultation methods will be considered 
on an ongoing basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/CEAP%202016-17%20-%202019-20%20updated%20April%2018-published_0.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Translation%20and%20Interpretation%20policy_update%20April%202013_finalv2_0.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Translation%20and%20Interpretation%20policy_update%20April%202013_finalv2_0.pdf
http://www.planningportal.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plain-english-guide-to-the-planning-system
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid
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Section 2 ï Planning Policy 
 

7. WHAT IS PLANNING POLICY? 

 
7.1. Planning policy is concerned with preparing and implementing plans that help us decide 

where development takes place. We have a range of planning policies that are used to 
inform decisions to approve or reject planning applications. Our planning policies are 
contained in a variety of policy documents which make up our Development Plan. The 
key planning policy document we must prepare is a Local Plan for the district. Figure 1 
below sets out our current Development Plan. 
 
 Figure 1: Vale Development Plan  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. DUTY TO CO-OPERATE 
 

8.1. Some planning issues may cross administrative boundaries, such as planning for strategic 
infrastructure or planning for the sustainable development or use of land on or near our 
boundary. We need to take into account our neighbouring councilsô policies and proposals for 
addressing these strategic matters in the process of making our Local Plan.  

 
8.2. We have a óDuty to Co-operateô with other local planning authorities and public bodies to 

engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis on strategic cross boundary 
issues as a result of section 110 of the Localism Act 2011.  The Duty to Co-operate is not 
a duty to agree, but we will make every effort to secure necessary cooperation. The Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 sets out the public 
bodies that we are required to co-operate with. 

 
8.3. We will exercise our Duty to Co-operate with our neighbouring councils and develop 

Statements of Common Ground when developing a Local Plan, as required by the NPPF.  
 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/pdfs/uksi_20120767_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/pdfs/uksi_20120767_en.pdf
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9. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING POLICY 

9.1. We will continue to explore new and effective methods to carry out consultations and to learn 

from what is and isnôt successful when engaging with our communities. 

9.2. At all stages of plan-making, we will publicise any consultation material and accompanying 

documents on our website. Consultees registered on our planning database will be notified 

(by their preferred method, e.g. letter or email) of any consultations on future plan-making 

proposals. 

9.3. All of our planning policy documents are made available on our website. We will also make 

information available in other ways, where appropriate. 

9.4. We will always ensure that our consultations on planning policy documents are as 

comprehensive as possible. The methods of consultation we use will vary depending on the 

nature of the planning policy document, the stage of the document being consulted on and 

the geographical scope or nature of the planning issue being considered in the document. 

9.5. Depending on the scope of the consultation, the engagement methods   used can include one 

or more of the examples set out in the list below. This list is not exclusive, there are other 

engagement methods that we may use: 

 

¶ Make consultation material available online. This can also be made available at our 
office, on request, when they are open during the consultation period.  

¶ Hold targeted physical or online workshops (town and parishes; stakeholders). 

¶ Hold physical or online public exhibitions (staffed and un-staffed). 

¶ Publish online surveys and responses and provide electronic or paper copies (when 
requested or justified). 

¶ Publish leaflets, posters and bulletins (electronic and where appropriate/justified 
paper copy). 

¶ Publish press releases to local media. 

¶ Publish formal notices in newspapers circulating across the district. 

¶ Notify consultees registered on our planning database by their preferred method of 
contact. 

¶ Use social media (e.g. Twitter and Facebook). 

¶ Target work with harder to reach groups - e.g. disability access groups, ethnic 
minority groups, faith groups and young people. 

¶ Target work with community groups, voluntary organisations, businesses and 
education providers. 

¶ Hold physical or online public meetings. 
 

10. CONSULTEES 
 

10.1. The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 set out the 
legal requirements for consultation and public participation in respect of local planning 
documents.  

 
Local Communities 

10.2. We continuously look to understand who we need to talk to in the local community to ensure 
that we consult in the most effective way. The local community includes, but is not limited to, 
the following: town and parish councils and meetings; bordering Local Planning Authorities; 
residents of our district; local interest groups; local businesses; local community groups and 
organisations; faith groups; schools, colleges and higher education providers; and óhard to 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/pdfs/uksi_20120767_en.pdf
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reachô groups. 
 

10.3. We will seek to engage with the local community through both our general consultation 
procedures and, if appropriate, through targeted events, (e.g. public meetings, exhibitions 
and other forums). This is to ensure we create opportunities to capture representative 
views of the whole community. At times, the council may use technology, such as videos 
and telephone conferences, to undertake these. 

 
10.4. We will work with those promoting development sites through the planning process to 

ensure that any site testing is undertaken on a comprehensive basis, which will be set out 
in a site selection methodology document.  
 
Specific and general consultation bodies 

10.5. Government regulations are clear that certain bodies are consulted at key stages of 
preparing local planning policy documents. These bodies are sometimes referred to as 
statutory consultees and include bodies such as the Environment Agency, Historic 
England, Natural England and Highways England and any other organisations with whom 
we have a Duty to Co-operate. We will always consult on our planning policy documents 
with the appropriate consultation bodies, in accordance with the relevant and up to date 
regulations. 

 

Neighbourhood Planning 

10.6. When consulting on the designation of a new neighbourhood area boundary or amending 
a designated neighbourhood area boundary, we will, in accordance with the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, consult with the relevant statutory 
bodies (e.g. Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England), neighbouring 
councils and adjoining towns and parishes. 

 
10.7. When qualifying bodies are consulting on their draft neighbourhood plan (in accordance 

with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012) we will 
provide some support before they submit the plan to us. 

 
10.8. When consulting on a draft neighbourhood plan submitted by the qualifying body, at 

publication stage in accordance with Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012, we will consult with those statutory bodies identified in 
Schedule 1 of those regulations. 
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11.   POLICY DOCUMENTS WE CONSULT ON 
 

Local Plan and Development Plan Documents (DPDs) 

11.1. These are plans which set out a vision and a framework for the future development of 
the district, addressing needs and opportunities in relation to housing, the economy, 
community facilities and infrastructure, as well as developing a basis for safeguarding 
the environment, adapting to climate change and securing good design. Local Plans 
generally look forward 15-20 years and set out detailed policies we use to make 
decisions on planning applications. 

 
11.2. Currently, there are regulations as to what constitutes a Local Plan, and as a minimum, we 

will comply with the relevant prevailing regulations when consulting on all of our planning 
policy documents. We will make any background papers available to view online, which 
either: disclose any facts or matters related to the subject matter; or were considered in 
preparing our planning policy documents.2 

 
11.3. An Area Action Plan (óAAPô) is a type of optional DPD that can be used to provide 

specific planning policy and guidance regarding the development of a specific site or 
location, i.e. an area of planned significant change, such as a major regeneration area / 
town centre. 
 

11.4. AAPs are an important material consideration in determining planning applications, 
appeals and enforcement matters. 

 
11.5. Figure 1.1 shows the key stages in preparing DPDs, such as the Local Plan and Area 

Action Plans (AAP). The statutory stages in the preparation of these documents is set 
out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

 
11.6. Our current Local Plan is presented in two documents and sets out the long-term spatial 

vision for the district: 
 

Local Plan 2031 Part 1: Strategic Sites and Policies 

¶ This sets out the overall development strategy for the district and where new housing 
and employment should be located. 

 
Local Plan 2031 Part 2: Detailed Policies and Additional Sites 

¶ This includes detailed policies and nonïstrategic site allocations not included in the 
Local Plan 2031 Part 1. 

¶ It also deals with our contribution to Oxford Cityôs unmet housing need and focusses 
on supporting Didcot Garden Town. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 See paragraph 3.3 above relating to document availability reflecting impacts from COVID-19. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents/made
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP1
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/LPP2
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Figure 1.1: Key Stages in the Preparation of Development Plan Documents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 

11.7. Supplementary Planning Documents (óSPDsô) are based on adopted Local Plan policies 
and are a tool for providing detailed guidance on adopted policies and proposals.  
Although legally they do not form part of the Development Plan or have the same 
óweightô as a DPD, they are an important material consideration in determining planning 
applications, appeals and enforcement matters.  

 
11.8. They can also be produced quicker than a Local Plan as they are not subject to an 

independent examination. Figure 2 shows the key stages in preparing SPDs. 
 

11.9. Further information on our SPDs can be found online at: 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-
policy/supplementary-planning-documents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg18* 

Reg 19* 

Reg 22* 

Reg 24* 

Reg 26* 

Pre-production stage  
- evidence gathering 

Public participation on DPD content, scope  

and/or preferred options (minimum six weeks) 

Process representations received 

Preparation of DPD 

Publication of DPD  

(minimum six week consultation) 

Respond to representations 
received on the published DPD 

Submission of DPD to  
Secretary of State  

Examination by Independent Planning Inspector 
(appointed by Secretary of State) 

Adoption of final DPD by 
Full Council 

Monitoring and Review  

Representation  

and 

participation  

 

 

Community 

involvement 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents
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Figure 2: Key Stages in the Preparation of Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPDs) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

11.10. The Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is an integral part of the plan preparation process and 
is required for each Local Plan document. It is also needed for some neighbourhood 
development plans and SPDs. It looks at the likely environmental, social and economic 
effects of a plan to make sure that the plan promotes sustainable development and 
takes the most appropriate approach when judged against reasonable alternatives. The 
SA, where appropriate, will incorporate the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), 
in accordance with European Directive EC/2001/42.  
 

11.11. As Local Plans cover the whole district, and therefore will impact the environment on a 
large scale, it is appropriate for a SEA to be incorporated into the SA. At each stage of 
preparing Local Plans, there is a corresponding stage of the SA and these documents 
are made available for comment during public consultation. 
 

11.12. Where proposals in an SPD or Neighbourhood Development Plan (óNDPô) are likely to 
have significant environmental effects that have not already been assessed when 
preparing a Local Plan, an SEA may be required, and groups may choose to undertake 
an SA that incorporates the requirements of an SEA and take it further by considering 
social and economic aspects. 
 

11.13. We will consult on draft SA/SEA reports alongside the draft version of the plan to which 
it relates.  For example, the SA Report (incorporating requirements of the SEA) should 
be published alongside the Publication Version of a Local Plan or other DPD. It may 
also be appropriate to publish any SEA reports alongside early consultation documents. 

 
11.14. Figure 3 shows the key stages when preparing an SA which incorporates the 

requirements of an SEA. An SA is usually required for Local Plans and all other DPDs. 
Figure 3a shows the key stages of neighbourhood plan preparation and their 
relationship with the SEA process. 

 

 

 

Reg 12* 

Reg 14* 

Pre-production stage ï evidence 
gathering and early engagement 

Prepare draft SPD 

Consultation on draft SPD  

(minimum four weeks) 

Respond to representations on Draft SPD 
and make any necessary changes 

Adoption of final SPD by Cabinet  
or Cabinet member 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
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Figure 3: Key Stages in the Preparation of Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic 
Environmental Assessments  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEA Screening 
 

Consult environmental assessment  
consultation bodies on scope  
of SEA (minimum five weeks) 

Setting the context and objectives to  

develop the framework for SA/SEA 

Consult on scope of SA/SEA 
(minimum five weeks) 

Develop and refine alternatives: 
appraise plan options 

Prepare the SA/SEA 
environmental report 

Publish and consult on SA/SEA report 
(minimum six weeks) 

Appraise any significant changes to  
the plan following consultation 

Reg 9* 

Reg 12* 

Reg 13* 

Community 

involvement 

Consult with 

environmental 

assessment 
bodies 
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Figure 3a: Key Stages of Neighbourhood Plan Preparation and their relationship 
with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process (National Planning Practice 
Guidance) 
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Neighbourhood Development Plans and Neighbourhood Development Orders 

11.15. Neighbourhood planning is a way for local people and communities to take a lead on 
planning for the future of their area. Neighbourhood planning can be led by a 
town/parish council or by a neighbourhood forum, which are specially set up for 
neighbourhood planning. These should be open to anyone who lives or works in the 
area they cover.  

 
11.16. Local communities wishing to play an active role in planning for their area can: 

¶ Prepare a neighbourhood development plan setting out the vision, objectives and 
planning policies to shape development of their neighbourhood and/or; 

¶ Seek a grant of permission directly for certain types of development in their 
neighbourhood through a Neighbourhood Development Order (NDO) or a Community 
Right to Build Order. 

 
11.17. An NDO can be used to permit different types of development (in full or outline) without 

the need for planning permission. When preparing an NDO, it must still be in line with 
national and local policy and other legal requirements. The town, parish or 
neighbourhood forum is the only body that can prepare an NDO in their area. 

 
11.18. The process for making a neighbourhood development plan or an NDO is different from 

preparing a Local Plan or a Development Plan Document. 
 

11.19. Figure 4 shows the key stages when preparing a neighbourhood development plan 
and/or an NDO. 

 
11.20. We have a óduty to supportô qualifying bodies preparing neighbourhood plans in 

accordance with the relevant regulations. We strongly encourage and support local 
communities wishing to prepare a neighbourhood plan and have allocated resources to 
help communities prepare their plans. 

 

11.21. Our Neighbourhood Planning Team provide support to neighbourhood planning groups 
through the process of developing their neighbourhood plan. Our support includes:  

 
¶ advice and guidance throughout - an introductory meeting to discuss your aims and 

outline the process 
¶ a lead officer to attend meetings, where appropriate, and offer expert advice alongside 

their colleagues 
¶ advice on how to obtain funding  
¶ advice on external sources of support and guidance that is available to you 
¶ advice on engaging with your community - including how and why you need to record this 
¶ informing you which external organisations and statutory bodies you will need to consult 
¶ advice on what evidence is required to help you write your plan 
¶ running consultations on area designation proposals (where appropriate) as well as 

submitted plans 
¶ reviewing your draft neighbourhood plan to ensure it meets the basic conditions 
¶ organising the Independent Examination and Referendum for your plan. 

 
11.22. Our Consultation and Community Engagement team advise neighbourhood planning 

groups on best practice community engagement through meetings, workshops and 
written guidance and provide support with surveys, public engagement events and 
communications.  
 

11.23. The team also runs the district councilôs statutory neighbourhood plan consultations and 
advise groups on the statutory duty they need to follow when carrying out their own 
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consultation. For example, they advise groups regarding:  
  

¶ the different consultation methods that could be used; 

¶ the consultation materials required; 

¶ those who should be consulted and at what stage; 

¶ consultation events; and 

¶ the publication of consultation documents. 
 

11.24. If you would like to find out more regarding neighbourhood planning, please contact a 
Neighbourhood Planning Officer by emailing planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or 
calling our Customer Service Team on 01235 422600. 

 
11.25. Further details on our ómadeô neighbourhood plans and those that are being developed  

can be found on our website: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplans 
 

Figure 4: Key Stages in the Preparation of a Neighbourhood Development Plan and/or 
Neighbourhood Development Order 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Right to Build Order 

* Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

** If more than 50 per cent of people who voted in the referendum supported the plan/order, the 

council must adopt it, unless the decision would breach or otherwise be incompatible with an 

EU obligation or any convention rights 
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