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VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL     Report No 9/06 
           Wards affected: ALL 
 

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR 
TO THE STRATEGIC AND LOCAL PLANING  ADVISORY GROUP 

24 MAY 2006 
 

Local Development Framework:  Response to the Statement of Community Involvement 
Submission Document 

 
 
1.0 Introduction and Report Summary 
 
1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement was submitted to the Secretary of State on the 10th 

March 2006 and placed on deposit until 21st April 2006.  This report summarises the 
representations received during the deposit period and Appendix A sets out the recommended 
response of the Council to the representations for consideration by the Inspector at the 
Examination. 

 
1.2 The Contact Officer for this report is Grant Audley-Miller, Section Head (Environmental Planning 

& Conservation) 01235 540343. 
 

2.0 Recommendations  
 
2.1 That the Strategic and Local Planning Advisory Group recommend the Executive to: 
 
 1)  Note the representations received in response to the submission of the Statement of 

Community Involvement, 
 
 2) Forward Appendix A to the Planning Inspectorate as the Council’s response to the issues 

raised by the representations and possible changes to the final Statement of Community 
Involvement that would improve the document. 

 
3.0 Relationship with the Council’s Vision, Strategies and Policies 
 
3.1 This report complies with the Council's Vision Statement and aims. 
 
4.0 The Statement of Community Involvement Submission Document 
 
4.1 The Statement of Community Involvement submission document was placed on deposit from 10 

March 2006 to 21 April 2006.  It was sent free to all the Consultation Bodies contained in 
Appendix 1 and the List of Bodies and Organisations in Appendix 2 of the Statement.  In addition 
over 200 individuals and other organisations who had previously expressed interest on being 
kept up to date on progress on the Local Plan were notified by letter of the publication of the 
Statement.   

 
4.2 The document and the forms for making representations were available at the Local Services 

Points in Abingdon and Wantage and the Council's offices at Faringdon, at libraries throughout 
the district and at Didcot and the Westgate Centre, Oxford.   

 
4.3 Notices were placed in the Oxford Mail and the Wiltshire Gazette and Herald at the start of the 

consultation period.  A press release was sent out to the media identified in Appendix 2 of the 
Statement.  In addition an informal notice was placed in Council News.  The document and 
representation forms were also available at  www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy/LDF which 
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included a downloadable version of the document together with forms for making comments. 
 
5.0 Consultation Responses 
 
5.1 30 individuals and organisations made representations.  8 were representations in support and 7 

were comments.  7 were submitted by e-mail. 
 
5.2 16 representations were objecting to the SCI or part of the SCI.  The majority were concerned 

with minor amendments to help improve the clarity of the document and requests that the 
representee was included on the LDF database and should continue to be kept informed on the 
preparation of local development documents.  Only 1 individual has requested the examination to 
be in the form of a hearing. 

 
6.0 Next Steps 
 
6.1 The Planning Inspectorate are required to be sent a summary of the responses and the main 

issues raised.  The representations have been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate to arrange 
the Examination which will be carried out by Keith Holland BA (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI ARICS.     

 
6.2 The Planning Inspectorate also recommend that authorities can include a response to the main 

issues raised, offering where necessary, possible changes to the final SCI that would improve the 
document.  It is intended that Appendix A be forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate after 
consideration by the Executive. 

 
 
 

 
RODGER HOOD 

Deputy Director (Planning & Community Strategy) 
 

TIM SADLER 
Strategic Director 

 
 
Background Papers: None 
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Appendix A 
 

Figure 3. Process for preparing a Development Plan Document 
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Appendix B 
 
List of Groups to be added to Environmental Interest Groups in Appendix 2 of SCI 
 
Blewbury Village Society Environmental Group 
Cumnor Conservation Group 
Harwell Environment Group 
Letcombe Conservation Society 
Marcham Society 
Wantage and District Field Club 

 
 


